
1987 

S-:2 1823 
Sarah Martin Done House 
Princess Anne 
pr ivate 

Relocated to a new site behind the Teackle Mansion, this two-story, 

three-bayj cross hall, frame house formerly occupied the current site of the 

Princess Anne Post Office. Oscar E. Wilson sold the house to Milbourne T. 

Muir in 19A7, and Muir subsequently moved the house to its present location. 

However, Sarah Martin Done's name is attached to the house since she is 

documented in the land records as building the dwelling in 1823. For $275, 

Sarah M. Done purchased from Elinor and Littleton J. Dennis, "all that lot or 

parcel of ground in the precints of Princess Anne Town on the west side of 

the county road leading from town to Washington Academy." The deed further 

states the three-quarter acre parcel is the same lot, "on which Mrs. Done hath 

lately built a dwelling house." (GH/369). 

Less than a year later, Sarah Martin Done conveyed her new house on Main 

Street to Elizabeth Handy (GH 2/261), and Mrs. Handy remained in the house 

until her death in 1837. Mrs. Handy's will directjher daughters, Martha and 

Anne to, "sell the house and lot where I now live" (Will JP 5/5). Instead of 

selling the property, Anne G. Handy conveyed full ownership to her sister, 

Matilda Handy King and Jfc(»rf<**<»i George H. King (JP 5/58). The Kings and 

Handys continued to reside in the house until 1860 when the house was sold 

to Arthur Crisfield ( LW 6/685), who in turn sold it nine years later to 

Henry and Virginia Page (LW 11/379). In 1884 the property was purchased by 

William Dale of Worcester County, and the Dale family retained ownership 

until 1943 (BLB 126/53). In that year Richard and Stella Dale sold the 

house the house to Catherine W. Ricketts, who transferred the dwelling to 
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Oscar E. Wilson t h r e e years l a t e r (BLB 135/151). Oscar Wilson sold the 

house for $1,000 to Milbourne T. Muir, who moved i t to the s i t e behind the 

Teackle Mansion. 

When t h i s house was b u i l t in 1823 for Sarah Done the gable front 

o r i e n t a t i o n and c ro s s h a l l plan were a r c h i t e c t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s two decades old 

in P r i nce s s Anne; popular ized to a la rge degree by the Teackle Mansion and 

Eas t Glen. The i n t e r i o r of Sarah Done's house was f i t t e d with f ine ly c r a f t ed 

pe r iod woodwork inc lud ing a decorated corner s t a i r , s ix-panel doors , and 

Fede ra l s t y l e man te l s , one of which remains in the l i v i n g room. 
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1. Name ( i n d i c a t e p r e f e r r e d name) 

h i s t o r i c Sa rah M a r t i n Done House 

and/or common Wilson House, Waller House 

2. Location 
street & number gnd of D i r t Lane o f f Mansion S t r e e t not for publication 

city, town P r i n c e s s Anne vicinity of congressional district F i r s t 

state Maryland county Somerse t 

3. Ciassiffication 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public -X occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational x Private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 
object In process Ji yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
_ ^ n o t a p p l i c a b l e no military other: 

4. Owner of Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g a d d r e s s e s of a l l owner s ) 

name George L . LeBrun 

street & number Mansion S t r e e t t e l e p h o n e n o . ; 651-1014 

city, town P r i n c e s s Anne s t a t e and z i p code ^ 0 , 21853 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. S o m e r s e t Clerk of Cour t l i b e r 

street & number Somerset County C o u r t h o u s e fo l io 

city, town Princess Anne state i / p . 21853 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Maryland Historic Sites Inventory 

d a t e 1 9 6 9 federal ^ { _ state county local 

depository for survey records Maryland H i s t o r i c a l Trust 

city, town A n n a p o l i s state m. 21401 



7- Description survey NO. S - 1 2 

Condition 
excellent 

y good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

_ j j _ altered 

Check one 
original site 

^j moved date o f move 4^^^ 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Sarah Martin Done house, more recently known as the Waller house, stands at 
the end of a dirt lane that intersects Mansion Street immediately south of the Teackle 
Mansion in Princess Anne, Somerset County, Maryland. The two-story, three-bay frame 
houses faces south with the principal gable oriented on a north/south axis. 

Built in 1823, the two-story, transverse hall frame house is supported by a 
concrete block foundation and sheathed with a layer of beaded siding. The medium pitched 
roof is covered with asphalt tile shingles. Attached to the north side of the main 
house is a mid nineteenth-century service wing. 

The south (main) facade is a symmetrical three-bay elevation with a center 
entrance and flanking nine-over-six sash windows. The four-panel front door has ogee 
inset moldings, and it is sheltered by a flat roofed columned entrance. The adjacent 
indows are flanked by louvered shutters. Lighting the second floor are three evenly 
spaced nine-over-six sash windows. The gable front pediment is pierced by an arched 
sash window. The boxed cornice is trimmed with bed and crown moldings. 

w 

The e a s t and west s ide e l e v a t i o n s are th ree bays ac ross wi th a s ide s i x - p a n e l 
door in the south bay. The adjacent two bays are f i l l e d wi th n i n e - o v e r - s i x sash 
windows, and the second f loo r i s l i g h t e d by three evenly spaced n i n e - o v e r - s i x sash 
windows. 

The nor th s ide of the main block i s l a r g e l y covered by the two-s to ry , two-bay 
mid n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y s e r v i c e wing. The weatherboarded k i t c h e n wing i s framed by 
paneled p i l a s t e r s and l i g h t e d by s i x - o v e r - s i x sash windows. 

The f i r s t f loor i n t e r i o r i s d iv ided i n t o three rooms with a t r ansve r se h a l l and 
two rooms beh ind . The open s t r i n g e r s t a i r r i s e s in the s o u t h e a s t co rne r . A s lender 
turned newel pos t and r e c t a n g u l a r b a l u s t e r s support a ramped and molded hand r?n l . 
The s t r i n g e r i s decora ted with a s - p a t t e r n des ign , and the a r ea below the s t r i n g e r 
i s marked by a l a r g e , f lush t r i a n g u l a r p a n e l . A s ix -pane l door opens in to the c l o s e t 
space beneath the f i r s t l a n d i n g . S ix -pane l doors with s l i g h t l y r a i s e d panels are 
framed by ogee molded su r rounds . Each door opens in to a nea r ly square room.^ The 
nor thwest room r e t a i n s a Federa l per iod mantel with reeded p i l a s t e r s and a f i v e - p a r t 
f r i e z e . A rope molding frames the f i r e b o x . The mantel she l f i s stepped and broken 
a t each end . The room i s a l so f i t t e d with period cha i r r a i l and baseboards . 

The r e a r s e rv i ce wing has been remodeled in knot ty pine pane l ing as a modern 
k i t c h e n . The second f loo r was not seen . 



8. Significance Survey No. S-12 

Period 
prehistoric 

^ P - 1 5 0 0 - 1 5 9 9 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Checit and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

. conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1821 Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: n̂ational state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Sarah Martin Done house is one of a significant collection of gable front 
houses erected in Somerset County during the first half of the nineteenth century. 
Following a precedent established by the Teackle Mansion, the gabled elevation was 
turned to serve as the principal facade. Even though this house has been relocated, 
the exterior retains its layer of beaded weatherboards as well as nine-over-six sash 
windows. The arched pediment window is a distinctive period feature. Inside, the 
house retains larger portions of its Federal period woodwork, and close similiarities 
^^tween this house and others in town point to a shared carpenter whose identity 

ks not been established. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No 
S-12 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

A I I I I I I I I I I B 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

1 1 . Form Prepared By 
name/title 

Paul T o u a r t - A r c h i t G c t u r a l H i a t o r i a n 

organization somerset County H i s t o r i c a l Trust date 7/8/86 

street & numt)er 424 N. Somerset Avenue telephone 651 .0077 

cityortown P r i n c e s s Anne state MD 21853 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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Sarah Martin Done House 
Princess Anne, MD Quadrangle, 1972 
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Sarah Martin Done House (Waller House, Wilson House) 
11724 Mansion Street, Princess Anne 
Princess Anne quad 1972 

Tax Map 202, P. 166 National Web Map Service 6" Orthophoto Map, c. 2010 





Sarah Martin Done House S-12 
Princess Anne,Somerset Co.,Md. 
Documentary Photograph, c. 1900 
Copied 10/85, Paul Touart 
Neg./Md. Historical Trust 
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1. STATE Maryland 
COUNTY Somerse t 
TOWN P r i n c e s s Anne VICINITY 

STREET NO. Mansion S t r e e t 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE D w e l l i n g 
PRESENT OWNER M r , & M r s . F r a n k W a l l e r 
PRESENT USE D w e l l i n g 

WALL CONSTRUCTION C l a p b o a r d 
NO. OF STORIES 2 l / 2 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY S-12^ 

2. NAME WALLER HOUSE 

DATE OR PERIOD C . l 8 0 0 

STYLE F e d e r a l 
A R C H I T E C T 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 
no 

This frame house is built in the Federal style with the front of the house 

.occuxing on the pedimented end of the roof. It is three bays wide with a 

central door covered by a flat roofed porch which is supported by simple 

Doric columns. The windows are nine over six. There is a fanlight window 

in the pedimented front gable, which is surrounded by a simple molding. 

There are double chimneys at the rear now enclosed in a smaller 2 l/2 storey 

2 bay deep addition. -

This house is at the rear of the Teackle Mansion. The grounds are well-kept 

up and the house presents a pleasing appearance. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endongered Inter ior Exterior Very good 

6. LOCATION MAP (P'on Optional) 7- PHOTOGRAPH 

3. PUBLISHED SOU RCES fA"'' '0'-. TitU, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

9- NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

PAUL A. BRINKMAN 

DATE OF RECORD AugUSt 1 , 1^6^ 






